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WHO IS ESTHER?
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ESTHER...            
The GIRL WHO  
CHANGED THE 
RULES

HAMAN...         
The HANGMAN 
AND THE 
JEWS'MORTAL 
ENEMY

Mordechai...
The MAN WHO 
Uncovered 
the plot

We have a long history 
of Superheroes in 
Judaism! Long before 
two Jewish high school 
students, Joe Shuster 
and Jerry Siegel, 
created Superman in 
1933…Long before 
Jacob Kurtzberg and 
Hymie Simon created 
Captain America in 1940…
Long before Stanley 
Martin Lieber (Stan Lee) 
created The Hulk, X-Men 
and The Fantastic Four in 
the 1950's and Spider-Man 
in 1962…there was

Queen EstheR  was 
mysteriously 
orphaned as a young 
child and raised by 
her uncle Mordechai. 

Queen Esther, Defender 
of the Jewish People!

One day when she 
was playing with 
friends in the 
park, a radioactive 
ladybug landed on 
her arm, and she 
was transformed 
from an ordinary 
little girl into a 
super soldier! 

No one knew her secret 
power when she was 
trafficked along with 
all the other maidens 
of the kingdom to 
the harem. She bided 
her time, acquiring an 
entourage of friends. 
Eunuchs and dictators 
ate from her hand. She 
carefully gained the 
trust of all. When Queen 
Esther finally battled 
against the villainous 
Haman, she deflected 
his venom with her Star 
of David shield, and 
defeated him at last with 
super strength and mind 
control. 

and centuries later we 
cry out to her: Reveal 
yourself, O Hidden One! 
Return and save us once 
again! For the world is 
overrun with villains, 
peoples are fleeing 
their countries, there 
are captured maidens, 
and boiling brutality. 
Haman is gone but his 
legions live! Boo to the 
Hamans of hate! Boo to 
the destructors and 
destroyers! Let the 
spirit of Queen Esther, 
Defender of the Jewish 
People, arise in each of 
us, delivering to us the 
super strength we need 
to bring about the new 
age of peace!

It is known that the name 
“Esther” in Hebrew means 
“Hidden One,” 

Then she picked up her 
magic quill and wrote 
her scroll.

By Rabbi Zoë Klein
GIRL POWER
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HIS NAME WAS MORDECHAI
by Rabbi Joel Nickerson

Mordechai began to recognize his super power as a young boy.  He 
would be playing in the fields with his friends and as is so often 
the case, there was always one little boy who would end up crying 
in the corner because he wasn’t included in the game or had been 
teased by someone else.  As soon as Mordechai went over to that 
child, reached out, touched him on the shoulder, and asked, “are 
you okay?” the boy would instantly stop crying, get a smile on his 
face, and return to the game with unending energy.  It wasn’t until 
the day he had to send his adopted daughter, Esther, off to the 
palace that he understood the full extent of his abilities.  

 

As he put his hand on her shoulder and told her to be strong and 
true to herself, he recognized a twinkle in her eye that he had 
never seen before.  He finally understood why his name included 
the word ‘chai.’  

While Esther’s superpower took center stage, it was Mordechai’s 
superpower that served as the foundation for her success.  And 
so it is that we tap into Mordechai’s power every time we gather 
together as family and friends to say L’chayim (To Life!); every 
time we bring our energy and optimism to a situation; and each time 
we comfort those in need.  Mordechai’s power lives within each 
one of us! 

He had the power to bring life back into peoples’ 
lives, to light them up with energy and optimism, 
to allow them to see possibilities instead of 
stumbling blocks.   

Throughout the remainder of Esther’s journey, she relied on 
Mordechai’s power to give her the strength she needed to 
overthrow the villainous Haman and save the Jewish people.   

We say L’chayim (To Life!)
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Evil IS AS EVIL DOES
by Tara Berger

Comic books often parallel real life. In the 1930’s two young 
Jews (writer Jerry Siegel and artist Joe Shuster) needed to 
mentally escape the atrocities and the anti-Semitism spreading 
throughout the world. The creation of the Superhero 
(Übermensch) to battle the evil forces (Hilter) is how this modern 
comic book genre began. Today, Harry Potter, Divergent, Hunger 
Games, Star Wars and X-Men are ways authors are retelling 
the same old story. Genocide, the attempt to systematically 
destroy and conquer other beings by killing members of a 
group; causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of 
that group; deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of 
life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole 
or in part; and or imposing measures intended to prevent births 
within the group or forcibly transferring children of the group 
to another.

  

This is all too familiar. From the moment we officially became 
the Hebrew nation we were set on a course of “live or die trying.” 
How many times throughout history have the Jewish people been 
persecuted? And how many times in history have we overcome? 
We have not been destroyed. 

Prevention of genocide requires a structural understanding 
of the genocidal process. According to The International 
Convention for the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide, genocide has eight stages or operational processes. 
We as a people have lived through all eight stages:  

We as a people have overcome the atrocities that have been 
brought  upon us countless times. We as a people have 
continually disarmed the Hamans of this world, though not 
without challenges. It takes strength, it takes commitment, and 
it takes courage to stand up and say “this will not happen again!” 
Let’s all stand up to the modern Hamans and be the Avengers, 
Tris Prior, Luke Skywalker, Katniss Everdeen, and the Harry 
Potters of our time. 

classification, symbolization, dehumanization, organization, 

polarization, preparation, extermination, and denial. 

FACT OR FICTION, Genocide IS Very REAL
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From SLAVE TO QUEEN
by Cantor Tifani Coyot

The story of Purim 
portrays Esther 
as an empowered 
woman who uses 
her skills to 
influence the 
course of history.

However, this version of Esther is one 
that emerges towards the end of the 
story. The beginning of the Megillah 
depicts Esther as a powerless victim of 
human trafficking, who is rounded up and 
coerced to serve the king. 

The king’s servants who attended him said, 
“Let beautiful young virgins be sought 
out for Your Majesty Let Your Majesty 
appoint officers in every province of 
your realm to  assemble all the beautiful 
young virgins at the fortress Shushan, 
in the harem...And let the maiden who 
pleases Your Majesty be queen instead 
of Vashti..." Esther too was taken into the 
king’s palace under the supervision of 
Hegai, guardian  of the women.

 

It is inspiring to see the 
development of Esther’s 
character from “helpless 
victim” to “confident advocate.”

By the end of the story she is able to make 
her voice heard and help her community. 

When we teach Esther’s story 
we need to emphasize that her 
ability to escape slavery and 
save a group of people is very 
rare in today’s world. Across 
our planet, slavery and human 
trafficking exist in full force. 
It is devastating that in our home 
city of Los Angeles there are 
thousands of people who are 
living as slaves. Most women, 
children, and men who are 
enslaved are never given the 
chance or the tools to escape 
slavery or to speak out against it.

In Chapter 2 of the book of Esther 
we read; 

Coalition to Abolish Slavery and 
Trafficking’s (CAST) mission is to 
assist persons trafficked and to 
work toward ending all instances of 
such human rights violations. Through 
advocacy, coalition building, and 
outreach, the organization empowers 
survivors of trafficking to fully 
realize their individual potential while 
advancing the human rights of all 
trafficked survivors.

Temple Isaiah is in the early 
stages of partnering with CAST 
to help empower the survivors 
and to promote awareness in 
our community. 

There are organizations 
who are working to grant 
the necessary human rights 
to all people. 

This time of year we celebrate our 
heroine, Esther and her ability to not 
only escape the harem but to emerge 
confident and as an advocate for 
others.   Through our partnership with 
CAST we are providing the momentum 
for these survivors to plant the 
“seeds of renewal” that will give them 
the freedom to grow in the direction of 
their potential and dreams

To join the CAST/Isaiah partnership and “Cast out 
Slavery” please email cantorcoyot@templeisaiah.com

For information on CAST visit http://www.castla.org/
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"The Power of Purim, Past and Present"      
we will take you on a Journey all the way from Ancient Jerusalem 
to modern day Shushanopolis where our characters have taken the 
form of modern Heroes and Villains.

Supergirl as Esther & Wolverine as Mordechai

CatWoman as Vashti

Iron Man as King Ahasuerus

Poison Ivy as Haman

Riddler and Two-Face as the King's Guards

Wonder woman as the King's Advisor
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COME IN COSTUME FOR THE 
FESTIVAL AND THE Performance
All Superheroes welcome!

 Purim Festival and Power of Purim Preview
            Sunday, March 13

2 0 1 6 
Purim 
Events

  Shabbat at the Apollo Reprise - Friday, March 18

  The Power of Purim - Wednesday, March 23

 5:30 p.m. - Dinner (sign up at www.templeisaiah.com)

(Adults $18, Children 3-14 $8, Children under 2 free)

6:45 p.m. - Performance (free)
7:45 p.m. -  After Party (free)
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In January, I was invited by Dr. Charles Small, founder of the Institute for 
the Study of Global Anti-Semitism and Policy (ISGAP) to come to Rome for 
Pope Francis’s first visit to the Great Synagogue of Rome.  I was very excited 
- as was everyone I told - not because I was meeting a pope, but because 
I was meeting this Pope.  Pope Francis - they called him Papa Francesco - is 
appreciated as a world leader, not simply the leader of the Catholic Church.

I was initially told that each of us in our small delegation would be given 
a few minutes alone with the Pope, but that did not materialize.  Still, in 
anticipation of that meeting, I had asked a number of people, including my 
father, rabbis, scholars, diplomats, congregants, and friends, what they 
would say to the Pope.  My father poignantly said that he appreciated the 
movement toward cooperation between Jews and Christians, which has been 
desired for so long. Many spoke of Pope Francis’s humanity.  Tal Becker 
(of the Hartman Institute) spoke of the Pope’s humility of faith, which 
acknowledges that other faiths have a valid understanding of God and 
equal access to God.  My friend, Rabbi Daniel Bouskila (of the Sephardic 
Educational Center), wanted to ask that the Pope call a summit of leaders 
of the major world religions to explore how religious cooperation can 
improve our global society, to bring an end to violence and deprivations. 

On Sunday afternoon, January 17, 2016, the Pontiff entered the magnificent 
sanctuary of the Great Synagogue, walking slowly to the bima, greeting 
people as he went.  He greeted the entire row of Holocaust survivors, 
speaking to each one individually, kissing several of them.  Then he came in 
front of my colleagues and me, greeting us.  I shook his hand and said, “It 
is an honor to meet you, Your Holiness.  You are so well respected and 
deserving of respect by so many people around the world.”  He paused when 
I spoke to him, his head tilted a bit as he was listening, his eyes focused on 
me, and then he nodded.  It was truly an exciting moment.  I was disappointed 
that there would not be a private meeting with him, and I had more to say, but 
even those few words were satisfying.   

Amazingly, the Pope’s speech reflected virtually all of the major themes 
that people had brought to me and that I had been prepared to address in 
the private meeting.  In broad strokes, he began by saying, “Todah rabah,” 
thanking us for the warm welcome.  He spoke of his relationship with the 
Jewish community being very close to his heart, recalling his visits to the 
synagogue in Buenos Aires.  He spoke of Christianity’s roots in Judaism and 
us being “united by the same God,” saying that for Christians to understand 
themselves, they must refer to their Jewish roots.  Calling us “Elder 
Brothers,” he said that the Church must recognize “the irrevocability of the 
Covenant and God’s constant and faithful love for Israel.”

Pope Francis -
 A Hero of Our Times

A message from our president 
Honey amado
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He referenced the 50th anniversary of the 
Second Vatican Council’s Declaration, Nostra 
Aetate, which “made possible the systematic 
dialogue between the Catholic Church and 
Judaism,” saying that “[i]ndifference and 
opposition have changed into cooperation and 
benevolence.  From enemies and strangers we 
have become friends and brothers.”  He said that 
every form of anti-Semitism must be rejected.  
Speaking of the Holocaust, he turned to the 
survivors and said: “[T]heir suffering, their 
fear, their tears must never be forgotten. And 
the past must serve as a lesson for the present 
and for the future. The Holocaust teaches us 
that utmost vigilance is always needed to be 
able to take prompt action in defense of human 
dignity and peace.” And then he called for 
Christians and Jews to work together on the 
many challenges facing our world, including 
ecological issues and violence.   

“Shalom Aleichem” were the words sung by 
the choir as Pope Francis had entered the 
sanctuary.  “Peace be unto you.”  We have waited 
a long time to hear and to say these words.  
The Pope had come to our house of worship, 
where we met as equals, not as supplicants.  
And I felt blessed and enriched to be there.  

Soon we will celebrate Passover to recall 
our freedom from slavery.  Shortly after the 
Exodus, we received the Ten Commandments 
as told in the parashah “Yitro,” named for 
Moses’s non-Israelite father-in-law.  It has 
always moved me that our great moment of 
Revelation is told in a parashah that honors 
a non-Jew.  For me, it underscores the lesson 
of Shimon ben Zoma, “Who is wise?  He who 
can learn from anyone.”  (Pirke Avot 4:1.)  We 
would be wise to learn from Pope Francis, 
who in his humanity and humility, humility is a 
modern hero.  

He said "we must offer humanity the message of the Bible regarding the care 
of creation. Conflicts, wars, violence and injustices open deep wounds in 
humanity and call us to strengthen a commitment for peace and justice. 
Violence by man against man is in contradiction with any religion worthy of 
that name, and in particular with the three great monotheistic religions.”

He closed with the Priestly 
Benediction from the Torah, 
saying last,“Shalom Aleichem!”

Pope greeting Sister Survivors

Cardinals and Cantors
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You freed us from slavery, helped 
us survive the desert and Led us to 
a place called home...Now what?
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Our Jewish Triad... Why they are Heroes to our People.

Meanwhile, back in Egypt, the tremendous trio of Moses, Miriam and 
Aaron known as Israel’s Angels, were mobilizing the people to 
escape the clutches of Pharaoh and his taskmaster minions.

Everyone is wondering, who exactly are Israel’s 
Angels? Our team of investigators have gathered 
information about our mighty trio. 

WHO IS MIRIAM?
Average Israelite: "I’ve seen her! She has olive skin and wild 
hair and she plays the timbrel! When she sings and plays a 
rhythm, all the women get up and follow her!"

Amran: "I am the father of Moses, Miriam and Aaron, the Angels. 
When Pharaoh commanded that all Israelite baby boys should 
be thrown into the Nile, we all decided that we shouldn’t have 
babies anymore at all. But Miriam stood up and told us, 'No! 
Then you would be worse than Pharaoh because you would be 
condemning all the girls along with the boys!'”

God: "Miriam is a powerful prophetess. Her only weakness is 
gossip. When she talks about her brother it makes her sick. 
But Moses is able to heal her with an incantation of five simple 
words, Please heal her, O God. "

WHO IS AARON?

Average Israelite: "He’s got a great beard! His brother would 
never be able to lead the people without him. He is a perfect 
first mate!" 

Royal Magician: "Who is this guy? I mean, I’ve been turning staffs 
into serpents and water into blood for decades and then along 
comes this schmo with his brother; both of them in their eighties, 
and does it even better!" 

God: "Aaron has the power of voice. While Moses’ weakness is his 
inability to speak, Aaron comes to the rescue and delivers his 
message. His only weakness, however, is his lack of confidence 
when his brother is away. When his brother is on the mountain, 
Aaron is afraid of the people and allows them to build the 
golden calf. Still, he is a great priest." 

WHO IS Moses?

Batya: "As soon as I saw that little face peeking up at me from that 
watery basket I fell in love. He was the answer to my prayers, 
and I raised him as my own. He was my greatest joy. It broke my 
heart when he left me to go to Midian and then brought plagues 
upon my father’s house, but I hope somewhere in his heart he 
remembers how important I was to fulfilling his destiny". 

Yocheved: "I am the Mother of Moses, Miriam and Aaron, the 
Angels. The most painful day of my life was putting my son Moses 
in a basket and sending him down the river. And the happiest 
day of my life was when my daughter Miriam told me that he had 
been rescued, and that I would be able to nurse him for Batya, 
Pharaoh’s daughter, until he was strong." 

Pharaoh: "My nemesis! He was raised in my house and then turned 
against me! He murdered an Egyptian and ran away, only to return 
and demand that I release my kingdom’s entire labor force! I 
will not rest until he is stopped!" 

God: "Moses is the most humble man on earth. He is Israel’s 
greatest prophet and my closest confidant. It is to him that I 
will give my Torah to be delivered to the people of Israel for 
all time. His only weakness is that he sometimes has a temper 
which leads him to lash out against people and rocks." 

And So the story is retold and we remember them each year.. .To Be Continued.
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Green Team

Isaiah Women
March and April Calendar of Events

Calling all heroes! Climate Change requires bold, 
heroic action to make sure that we rapidly execute 
a plan to convert to renewable energy.  

Your bold vo ice  and feet  are  needed!  Go to 
www.breakfree2016.org, and stay tuned for more 
information on how you can participate in a week 
of worldwide public protest on May 7-15, 2016. 

Vi s i t  the  Green  Team's  webs i te  page  at 
w w w . t e m p l e i s a i a h . c o m / g r e e n - t e a m 
a n d  see  how  you  can  make  a  d i fference .

We spent 40 years in The Desert - not AGAIN!

Isaiah Women thanks you for your participation in our January and February events, including our 
Outreach Brunch for mothers of high school students, Rosh Hodesh led by Rabbi Klein, our first 
Super Bowl and Chili Cook-Off Party, and our docent led tour of the Ansel Adams Manzanar Exhibit. 

We continue to invite new members of all ages to join the only group at Temple Isaiah that is exclusively 
for women (although we do have certain events when we invite spouses and male guests).  

Please send your $50 dues to Membership Chair Laurie Gantz:  2317 Canfield Avenue, Los Angeles 90034   

or email her for more information: lbgantz@sbcglobal.net

Thursday, March 10 : 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Rosh Hodesh

in celebration of the new moon Join us in a program 
led by Rabbi Aimee Gerace at the home of Elaine 
Diamond. The evening will begin with a light dinner. 

RSVP to Fran Wenger: franrw@aol.com  

Saturday, March 12 : 10:30 a.m. - noon 

Los Angeles Conservancy Tour and lunch 

Take a Docent led tour with Isaiah Women through 
historical LA. Men are welcome.  The tour will be 
followed by lunch at Clifton’s Cafeteria. The Cost 
of our tour is $10.  Each person is responsible for      
the cost of their lunch. 

RSVP to Laurie Gantz: lbgantz@sbcglobal.net  

Tuesday, March 15 : 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Book Group

discuss the book "Some LucK" by Jane Smiley at 
the home Fern Karp

RSVP to Fern: fernkarp@aol.com

Tuesday, March 15 : 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

College Night

Uncover the myths about the college admission 
process.  Special guest speaker Marilyn C Morrison, 
of Morrison Educational Consulting will present 
an interactive workshop in which you will learn 
what students and parents can do to prepare for 
the competitive world of college admissions.

Friday, March 18 : Noon

Lunch Bunch

We will meet at Gloria’s Café, 10227 Venice Blvd in 
Palms, to nosh on Mexican and Salvadoran dishes. 

RSVP to Laurie Gantz: lbgantz@sbcglobal.net

Sunday, April 10 : 1:15 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.

Spring Mah Jongg Tournament

This is our springtime version of our fabulous 
tournament, held in our newly refurbished 
social hall.  

RSVP  by April 3rd to Suzanne Solig: slsolig@gmail.com

Thursday, April 14 : 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Lilith Salon

Join us in discussing issues relevant to women 
that are featured in the Lilith Magazine.  We will 
meet at the home of Sandy Milden. For more 
infromation contact Elaine Diamond.

RSVP to Elaine Diamond: ediamond27@yahoo.com 

Sunday, April 17 : 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Passover Seder

Join us for our fabulous women only Seder in 
the Social Hall. The service will be led by Rabbi 
Dara Frimmer.  

RSVP to Ellen Canter: ellenjcanter@aol.com

Tuesday, April 19 : 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Book Group

We will discuss "The Art of Hearing 
Heartbeats" by Jan-Philipp Sendker at the 
home of Martha Sklar. 

RSVP to Martha: drmartmart@msn.com  

Friday, April 29 : Noon

Lunch Bunch

dine at Fundamental LA, written up as one of LA’s 
best lunch spots.  Join us for fabulous food and 
lively conversation.  

RSVP to Laurie Gantz:  lbgantz@sbcglobal.net

visit our Isaiah Women's page at www.templeisaiah.com



Lines from the Library
By Ellen G. Cole, LibrarianTHE YEAR’S BEST

JEWISH CHILDREN’S BOOKS
Shake your Purim grogger!  Good news! On the way to the spiel I heard the 
Association of Jewish Libraries proudly announce its coveted Sydney Taylor Book Awards 
for 2016 for the most distinguished contributions to Jewish children’s literature. Winners 
are an entertaining vignette, a sensitive war time tale, and a dramatic historical novel.

Library Hours:  
Tuesday:    1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Thursday:  1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday:     9:30 a.m. - Noon

Watch for the gala award presentation to the winners 
of the Levine Library Reading Contest.

At assemblies on Sunday, March 27th, Librarian Ellen 
Cole will announce the winners of the Election 
Connection Read. These special ceremonies take place 
during regular Religious School hours on Sunday for 
both Sunday and Tuesday students together. Parents, 
grandparents, family and friends are welcome.  

Grades 4-6 begin at 10:15 am.  Grades 1-3 begin at 10:45 am.  

The 2016 Younger Readers winner is Ketzel the Cat Who Composed by Lesléa Newman, 
illustrated by Amy June Bates. Delightful words and art deliver the heartwarming 
true story of a composer who enters a one-minute piano competition. The cat helps 
with his theme.  The piece garners honorable mention, gets played in concert and 
gains royalties for cat food.

The Older Readers gold medalist is Adam and Thomas by Aharon Appelfeld, 
illustrated by Phillippe Dumas, translated by Jeffrey Green. This sweet story 
overhears two nine year old Jewish boys in hiding; their conversations help one 
grow brave, the other spiritual. Gentle words and art belie the horrors of the last 
year of the war

Laura Amy Schlitz captures the Teen Readers gold with The Hired Girl. Her sensitive 
story reveals the experience of a Catholic teenager hired out to a Jewish family who 
changes in unexpected ways.

There are five Honor Winners: Picture Books Everybody Says Shalom and 
Shanghai Sukkah; Older Readers Hereville: How Mirka Caught a Fish; and Teen 
Serendipity’s Footsteps and Stones on a Grave.  There are 12 Notable Books.

Winners receive cash prizes from the estate of Sydney Taylor, author of 
the All-of-a-Kind-Family series, at the AJL convention in Charleston, SC 
in June.  Taylor’s success created American Jewish children’s literature. 
Librarian Ellen Cole recommends these special books. Winners, Honors, 
Notables and All-of-a-Kind-Family series are in the Library for you.    

PRIZES! PRIZES!



Shabbat Shorts
Erica Jamieson

Saturday, March 5, 3:00 p.m. - In the Library

Saturday, April 2, 11:00 a.m. - In the Library

At our January Shabbat Shorts we read Michael Chabon’s short 
story Werewolves in Their Youth. There was much to discuss 
and laugh over as we dug deep into this story about youth, change 
and friendship. We also served Chocolate Babka Bread from the 
Bread Lounge downtown! 

On March 5, we are meeting again at 11 am to discuss two linked 
stories by Daniel Jaffe. Jaffe is a lawyer and Torah scholar who 
wondered if Torah can be relevant to the social issues of today 
and used the short story format to illustrate and shed light on 
the teachings of Torah. We will be reading from his collection, The 
Genealogy of Understanding, two stories about a devastating 
event in the life of one family, Generation to Generation, and 
Measure to Measure, in that order. And as always there is the 
promise of good snacks! To request a copy of the stories, please 
email Erica Jamieson at ewjamieson@gmail.com

To register for Shabbat Shorts, go to: 

http://www.templeisaiah.com/continuing-education

I S A I A H 
C O N T I N U I N G 
E N R I C H M E N T 

The Shalom Hartman Institute of North America 
Presents Justice and Righteousness:  
The Ethical Agenda of the Jewish People

How have concepts of “justice” and “righteousness” evolved within 
Jewish tradition?  How do North American and Israeli Jewish 
communities differ in their discussion of justice?  What dilemmas 
and challenges does building a just and righteous community 
raise?

Yossi Klein Halevi

March 6, 2016, 4:00 p.m. - at Stephen S. Wise Temple 

Yehuda Kurtzer

April 3, 2016, 4:00 p.m. - at Temple Isaiah 

(Temple Isaiah will be hosting a communal dinner following the 

lecture by Yehuda Kurtzer)

To register for the series or for more information, go to:

www.shalomhartman.org/lacollaborative

SPINE TINGLES BOOK CLUB  
THREE MEETINGS TO SHARE!
All are welcome to join Librarian Ellen Cole for the discussion.

Tuesday, March 2, 10:30 A.m. - In the Library
In the Courtyard of the Kabbalist by Ruchama Feuerman
A fragile trio discovers a rare pottery shard in Jerusalem.

Tuesday, April 5, 10:30 a.m. - In the Library 
The Betrayers by David Bezmozgis
An award winning thriller follows the flight of a hounded 
Israeli politician.

And

Tuesday, May 3, 10:30 a.m. - In the Library
Safekeeping by Jessamyn Hope
Turmoil envelopes a Kibbutz when three strange summer 
volunteers arrive.

House Calls
We are offering ICE House Calls following dates:
March 10, April 9, May 19 - from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

We are thrilled to continue ICE House Calls.  Again this year you 
will have the opportunity to learn with one of our clergy in the 
intimate setting of an Isaiah member’s home.  

To volunteer your home or to sign up for the topic of your 
interest, go to http://www.templeisaiah.com/continuing-education

IF you have questions, please contact: Rabbi Aimee Gerace at 
rabbiaimee@templeisaiah.com.

A Cross-Cultural Look at Death and Dying
Niki Rousso-Schindler, Professor

Sunday, April 3, 12:00 p.m.

One of the only certain universal experiences for all human 
beings is death. However, nearly every aspect of that experience 
varies from culture to culture. We will explore various rituals 
and beliefs surrounding “The End” as a rite of passage. We will 
discuss concepts of the soul, mourning, symbolism, origin 
myths, burial rituals and more. 

To register for A Cross-Cultural Look at Death and Dying, go to: 
http://www.templeisaiah.com/continuing-education

Creating a Chevra Kadisha
Rabbi Michelle Missaghieh

Wednesday, April 6, 7:00 p.m

Perhaps the most powerful religious experience we can have is 
lovingly preparing a body for burial. Rabbi Missaghieh found 
deep meaning studying and practicing Chevra Kadisha work after 
the death of her father. She then created a burial society at her 
congregation, Temple Israel of Hollywood 

To register for Creating a Chevra Kadisha , go to:                                                      
http://www.templeisaiah.com/continuing-education

Rachel Korazim
Scholar-in-Residence

Friday, May 6 - Dinner and Lecture - 7:15 p.m.

Saturday, May 7 - Rachel Korazim Lecture

11:00 a.m. for B'yachad 

3:30 p.m. for the community

We have had the pleasure of learning with Dr. Korazim both in 
Israel and at Temple Isaiah, and we are looking forward to 
spending a weekend with this inspiring educator. Dr. Korazim 
will lead us through the complex and challenging narratives 
of Israeli society, guiding us to explore, critique, laugh and 
sometimes shed a tear through politics and poetics, Biblical 
motifs, ideology and identity. 

RSVP to jennifer@templeisaiah.com to reserve your spot.                                                    

March 
& April

Visit ouR website at www.templeisaiah.com
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MILESTONES 

Mazal Tov to: Autumn and David Konheim on the 
birth of their daughter, Ryan Olivia; Jennifer 
and Patrick Njathi on the birth of their son, 
Simon; Drs. Elizabeth Jahanian and Sean Behnam 
on the birth of their son, Joshua; Devora and 
Reid Wolf on the birth of their son, Lucas 
Dylan; Elham Behrooznia and Ashkan Rabie on 
the birth of their daughter, Leah.

LIFECYCLES

B'nai 
Mitzvah
MARCH

Elliot Katz
Son of Mandy and Steve Katz
Saturday, April 2

Jenna Stamm
Daughter of Betsy Yachzel-Stamm 
and Ronald Stamm
Saturday, April 9

Benjamin Maizes
Son of Sarah Maizes 
and Steven Maizes
Stepson of Scott Burn
Saturday, April 16

Jacob Posner
Son of Judith and Barry Posner
Saturday, March 5

Mara Feldman
Daughter of Maureen and David Feldman 
Saturday, March 12

Andrew Granet
Son of Keith Granet and Jon Vaszauskas
Saturday, March 19

Rachel Lind
Daughter of Deidre and Martin Lind
Saturday, March 26

APRIL

Hannah Gardos 
Daughter of Nancy and Alex Gardos
Saturday, April 2

 

Isabelle Fisher
Daughter of Eve Fisher and Michael Ishino
Saturday, April 9

Tira Mansbacher
Daughter of Jordana and 
Amir Mansbacher
Saturday, April 16

Olivia Maizes
Daughter of Sarah Maizes 
and Steven Maizes
Stepson of Scott Burn
Saturday, April 16

SYMPATHY 

We would like to express our sympathy to the 
following Temple members and their families on the 
recent loss of their loved ones: Gary Duck on the 
loss of his wife, Susan Duck; Megan Weiner on the 
loss of her grandmother, Renee Berk; Dena Cohen 
on the loss of her grandmother, Bluma B. Samuels; 
Hannah Cahn on the loss of her husband, Frank 
Cahn; Robert Katz on the loss of his mother, Norma 
Katz; Rhonda Studner on the loss of her husband, 
Peter Studner; Sepideh Kohanarieh on the loss of 
her father, Esmial Barzivand; Jeffrey Ellis on the 
loss of his father, Joseph Ellis; the Brenner family 
on the loss of Daniel Brenner.

SPEEDY RECOVERY  

The following Temple members or their loved 
ones have been ill and we want to wish them 
well: Lori McCracken
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MARCH MEMORIAL PLAQUES

April 1
Dorian Anderson

Kala Biales

Harry Brownstein

Irene Davidson

Lottie Firestone

Nancy Klein

Chil Pick

David Rector

Gayle Sadofsky

Harry Schechter

Flora Siegel

Harry Subotnick

Joe Terrence

April 8
Morris Davidson

Phamie Fabrick

Jacob Freidson

Rose Goldberg

Ayn Gottlieb

Arie Huss

Harry Lewis

Rebecca Offer

Celia Radoff

Deborah Rolfe

Nathan Sidlow

Edmond Somekh

William Weill

Ann Winogura

April 15
Ruth Barsky

Herman Birken

Lillian Crafton

Joseph Dlugofsky

George Feigenbaum

Samuel Freedberg

Alan Freeman

Celia Hochman

Abraham Liebman

Anne Lutz

Benjamin Miller

Leila Newman

Emanuel Piller

Jacob Pollak

Lionel Riave

Eliazar Rynveld

Alfred Seal

Babe Smardan

Morris Stein

Louis Wallace

Ronald Wynbrandt

Betty Zsupnik

April 22
Celia Altkorn

Harry Arnold

Leon Bayard

Lucy Bretzfelder

Erwin Chessen

Sydney Cross

Rose Dolivik

Arthur Friedman

Baruch Katz

Rose Kerson

Mae Korman

Paul Kramer

Albert Lewis

Charlie Marks

Harry Orkin

Harry Rosen

Jack Silverberg

Diana Stell

Charlotte Stern

David Studner

April 29
Jack Bieber

Max Bretzfelder

Frieda Bruck

Jennie Cohen

Leon Davidson

Edward Frumhoff

Mary Ginsburg

Michael Gussman

Pauline Hirsh

Maurice Kopald

Thelma Neworth

Harry Pines

Samuel Schechter

Eugene Schwartz

Harry Shoor

Ida Shoor

APRIL MEMORIAL PLAQUES

March 11
Joseph Bookman
Minnie Freeman
Lillian Goldman
Anna Goodman
Isaac Harris
Rose Jacobs
Lawrence Joseph
Samuel Kaminker
Charne Kodimer
Michael Marshall
Hyman Miller
Boudewijn Mulder
Fanny Roth
Jacob Sands
Tillie Walter

March 18
Herman Bayless
Morris Brounstein
Morris Fabrick
Harriet Jacobs
Abraham Jaloff
Zerlina Katz
Sidney Kern
Harold Kreisberg
Morris Leinow
Abe Levatter
Adele  Levine
Augusta Miller
Louis  Shapiro
Fred Strozer

March 25
Morris Avidon
Rita Clayman
Paul Freedberg
Anna Freidson
Jean Gerber
Hannah Glassman
Dina Goldfarb
Helen Gootkin
Arthur Maschkowski
Lillian Needelman
Muriel Pines
Herbert Edward Polinsky
Leah Rector
Ida Sands
Morris Silverstone

March 4
Bud Blitzer
Gary Brodsky
Harry Gordon
Henry Kolb
David Levich
Louis  Levitz
Sara Mishne
Herman Peskay
Abraham Pinchasi
Boris Posner
Samuel  Sax
Jerome Spatz
Bess Yettra
Sol Ziskind
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A big thank you to Everyone who Has contributed to the various Temple fundS. Your 

contributions allow us to do so much and give back to the community. A true mitzvah! 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO TEMPLE FUNDS

CAHN ULPAN FUND
in memory of 
Frank Cahn 
 by Jack & Sherrie Berlin 
Frank Cahn 
 by Donald Lipman 

CARING COMMUNITY FUND
in memory of 
E. Buddy Blan 
 by Judie Rice 
Mollie Beierfeld 
 by Roberta Gillerman 
Ralph Miller 
 by Jack and Sherrie Berlin 
Susan Duck 
 by Sumner and Sherilee Feldman  
Susan Duck 
 by Jean Katz 

CLERGY DISCRETIONARY FUND
in appreciation of  
Rabbi Klein officiating at the unveiling           
for Dr. Basil Clyman 
 by Katherine Clyman 
Rabbi Klein officiating at the marriage of 
Rhonda and Peter Studner 
 by Peter and Rhonda Studner
Rabbi Zoë Klein 
 by Ron and Lynne Kaufman 
Rabbi Zoë Klein 
 by Temple Isaiah-Isaiah Women 
the moving services Rabbi Klein provided      
for Harold Schiff 
 by Fern Schiff 
Cantor Kent's participation in our 
granddaughter's Bat Mitzvah in Israel 
 by Sandra and Irv Klafsky 
Rabbi Robert Gan 
 by James Katz 
Rabbi Joel Nickerson 
 by Ron and Lynne Kaufman 
in celebration of  
the Hebrew naming of Shoshana Rina, 
granddaughter of Leslie And Jon Davidson 
 by Shirley Kern 
the birth of Madeline and Eleanor Yanow 
to Rabbi Dara and Michael Yanow   
 by Sumner and Sherilee Feldman 
the birth of Madeline and Eleanor 
 by Farrell and Janet Hirsch  
the birth of Madeline and Eleanor 
 by Martin and Sandra Milden 
the birth of Madeline Grace and Eleanor Rose 
 by Sheila Moncavage 
Rabbi Dara and Michael on the birth of 
Madeline and Eleanor 
 by Temple Isaiah-Isaiah Women 
the birth of Madeline and Eleanor to 
Rabbi Dara and Michael Yanow 
 by Wendy Plottel 
in honor oF  
Alexander Bonrouhi's Bar Mitzvah 
 by David and Tina Bonrouhi 
Jackie Rosner's Birthday 
 by Carol Hoffman 
Rabbi Klein officiating at our 
granddaughter's baby naming 
 by Jonathan and Leslie Davidson 

Rabbi Zoë Klein 
 by Lawrence and Deanna Margo 
Shane Levey's Bar Mitzvah 
 by Andrew and Elan Levey 
Rabbi Nickerson for conducting a 
beautiful service in memory 
of Ralph Miller 
 by Isaiah Women 
Cantor Evan Kent Installing 
Rabbi Lara Pullan Regev 
 by Terry and Andrea Pullan 
the birth of Madeline and Eleanor Yanow 
 by Paul and Sherry Altura 
the birth of Madeline and Eleanor Yanow 
 by Rodney and Jill Sabel 
in Memory of  
Carl Irshay 
 by Stephen and Abbe Irshay 
Martin August 
 by Stephen and Abbe Irshay 
Selma Pullan 
 by Terry and Andrea Pullan 
Laurie Cohen 
 by Steffanie Cohen 
Ralph Miller 
 by Sumner and Sherilee Feldman 
Dorothy Lank 
 by Sheila Moncavage 
Esther Schechter 
 by Irv and Dena Schechter 
Leslie Bleeden 
 by Farrell and Janet Hirsch 
Louis Shlachter 
 by Gerald Lank 
Cecelia Berman 
 by Michael and Maryann Sanders 
Edward Sanders 
 by Michael and Maryann Sanders
Lillian Scherzer 
 by Louise Teeter 
Rose Eisen Sanders 
 by Michael and Maryann Sanders 
Dorothy Diamond 
 by Michael and Elaine Diamond 
Ellen Hant 
 by William and Myrna Hant 
Susan Duck 
 by William and Myrna Hant 
Annie Rogo 
 by Mark and Lynn Rogo 
Henry Klein 
 by Honey Amado 
Herbert Schlesinger 
 by Ruth Miller 
Joseph Israel 
 by Glenn and Eleanor Padnick 
Lillian Douglas 
 by Judith Zimberoff 
Micah Schwartz 
 by Leon and Carol Schwartz 
Morris Schwartz 
 by Leon and Carol Schwartz 
Nathan Miller 
 by Ruth Miller 
Norma Cohen 
 by Paul and Sherry Altura 
Peter Studner 
 by Martin and Suzanne Solig 
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Robert L. Colman 
 by Elliot Hutkin
Seymour Fabrick 
 by Carolyn Saltsman
Thank YOu 
Rabbi Nickerson for officiating at the funeral 
of Ralph Miller 
 by June-Ellen Miller   

DONNA GROSS FUND
in Honor of
Mr. & Mrs. Sanford Weinberg's Anniversary 
 by Armin & Karen Weinberg 
The Chai Dinner Committee 
 by Laurence and Paula Shuman 
in Memory of
Donna Gross 
 by Mel Morris 
Donna Gross 
 by S. William Alper 
Donna Michelle Gross 
 by Gail and Terry Feigenbaum
Donna Michelle Gross 
 by Judy Kravitz 
Harold Shuman 
 by Laurence and Paula Shuman 
Josiah Mishne 
 by Adelle Gross and Robert Finkel
Donna Gross 
 by Adelle Gross and Robert Finkel
Barnetta Finkel 
 by Adelle Gross and Robert Finkel 
Susan Duck 
 by Laurence and Paula Shuman 

ELLEN GOLDBERG RELIGIOUS SCHOOL                              
AND CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
in MEMORY OF
Gilda Samek 
 by Eric and Allison Samek 
Minnie Katz
 by Manuel and Cheri Katz 
Robert John Boatwright 
 by Manuel and Cheri Katz 
Stuart Solig 
 by Martin and Suzanne Solig 

GAIL SOLO YOUTH OPPORTUNITY FUND
in memory of 
Dr. Sheldon Spector 
 by Joel and Susan Needelman 
Margie Siegan 
 by Gail and Terry Feigenbaum
Lawrence Bolotin 
 by Gail and Terry Feigenbaum 

GENERAL FUND
in appreciation of 
Temple Isaiah 
 by Ron and Lynne Kaufman 
Temple Isaiah allowing our family to use your 
facility 
 by Ellen Seidman 
in Memory of
Anna Kotzin 
 by Gloria Ilan 
Zelda Ross 
 by Harold Lubick 

GINNIE FOX MEMORIAL FUND
in Memory of
Rubin Tater 
 by Gary and Geraldine Rosenberg 

GREEN TEAM EARTH STEWARDSHIP FUND
in Memory of
Bernie Salit 
 by Jack and Sherrie Berlin 
Mildred Kern 
 by Shirley Kern

HASHARIM
in celebration of
Jackie Rosner's Birthday 
 by Jane & Lewis Morgen
in Honor of
Ann Weinman's Birthday 
 by Joel and Phyllis Rothman 
in memory of
Ralph Miller 
 by Wendy Plottel 
Ralph Miller 
 by Joel and Phyllis Rothman

HUREWITZ FAMILY MEM-LIBRARY FUND
in memory of
Lillian Gilbert 
 by Marshall and Ellen Cole

ISRAEL ACTION FUND
in memory of
Bernice Naiman 
 by Martin and Suzanne Solig 

JEAN BRIN MEMORIAL FUND
in Honor of
Temple Isaiah's Preschool 
 by Gabor and Hillary Vari 

LEVINE LIBRARY FUND
in Memory of
Arline Molmud 
 by Allen and Evelyn Kwawer 
Arthur Katz 
 by Donald Lipman 
Eddie Ilan 
 by Suzanne Polinsky 
Eva Vollmer 
 by Wendy Plottel 
Gloria Plottel 
 by Wendy Plottel 
Harold Gilbert 
 by Marshall and Ellen Cole 
Larry Wayne 
 by Wendy Plottel 
Rosalind Verbelun 
 by Karol Wells 
Rose Cohen 
 by Marshall and Ellen Cole 
Susan Duck 
 by Martin and Sandra Milden 
Susan Duck 
 by Wendy Plottel  
Susan Duck 
 by Diane Weinstein 

NORMAN MIRSKY ADULT EDUCATION FUND
in Memory of
Anna Tobias
    by Janice Smith 
Jennie Smith 
    by Janice Smith 

PRESCHOOL SUPPORT FUND
in Honor of
the birth of Madeline and Eleanor 
to Rabbi Dara and Michael 
    by Jack and Sherrie Berlin 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO TEMPLE FUNDS - CONTINUED
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RABBI LEWIS MEMORIAL FUND
in memory of 
Bert Freeman 
   by Stuart Freeman 
Mildred Avidon 
   by Fern Safier 
Morton J. Markman 
   by Eunice Markman 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Mazel Tov  
on the birth of Carson Gerace 
   by Wendy Plottel 
In Memory of 
George Falke 
   by Allen and Evelyn Kwawer
Herman Kwawer 
   by Allen and Evelyn Kwawer
Frances Mittelman 
   by Allen and Evelyn Kwawer 
Harold Schiff 
   by Gloria Ilan 
Jonathan Frid 
   by Carla and Philippe Kopf 
Maureen Zabawa 
   by Allen and Evelyn Kwawer 
Rosalie Sacks 
   by Robert Rosenthal 
Sarah Scodel 
   by Gloria Ilan 
Susan Duck 
   by Dr. Herbert S. Kramer

ROSALEE LIPMAN FUND
In Memory  
Betty Lipman 
   by Donald Lipman 
Noah Rachofsky 
   by Donald Lipman 

SHABBAT CELEBRATION FUND
In Memory  
Richard Oshman 
   by Marcia Oshman

SKLAR CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Thinking of you   
wishing Anne Elman a speedy recovery 
   by Martha Sklar 
in memory of 
Izzy Lebeau 
   by Patti Lebeau-Chorn 
Ralph Miller 
   by Martha Sklar 
Susan Duck 
   by David and Laurie Gantz 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In Honor Of
Alexander Bonrouhi becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
   by Melinda and Donald Weber 
in memory of 
Abraham Goldstein 
   by Michael Goldstein and Judith Siegel 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO TEMPLE FUNDS - CONTINUED

Charles Rabinowitz 
   by Stanley Franklin 
Eugene Lazare 
   by Merridy Mishkin 
Eva Vollmer 
   by Jack and Sherrie Berlin 
Marcelle Bullock 
   by Ronald and Ellen Canter 
Minnie and Philip Yudovin 
   by Sanford Yudovin 
Tillie Franklin 
   by Stanley and Ruth Franklin 

STAFF APPRECIATION FUND
in appreciation of 
Temple Isaiah's Office Staff 
   by Jerome Eglin 
in memory of 
Lillian Catch 
   by Barbara Solnit 

SHABBAT MUSIC FUND
in memory of 
Peter Studner 
   by Joel and Phyllis Rothman 

YAHRZEIT FUND
in memory of 
Cecelia DeRoy 
   by Honey De Roy 
Ethel Rosenblatt 
   by June Rohrlick-Miller 
Helen Jamieson 
   by Stephen and Erica Jamieson 
Hershey Glantz 
   by Lois Rosen 
Lillian Marmer 
   by Jonathan and Leslie Davidson 
Lucille Meyers 
   by Honey De Roy 
Martin Zacharius 
   by David Levine and Sherrie Zacharius 
My Family Members 
   by Suzanne Polinsky 
Paul Kahn 
   by Shirley Greene 
Rebecca Zacharius 
   by David Levine and Sherrie Zacharius 
Sylvia Roder 
   by Fredrick and Rosalie Roder 
Warren Fairman 
   by Lulu Fairman

 To make a contribution online visit: 
www.templeisaiah.com
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10345 West Pico Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90064

310.277.2772
WWW.TEMPLEISAIAH.COM 

DATED MATERIAL

 M A R C H /A P R I L  2 0 1 6  C A L E N DA R

Shabbat Service Schedule

Friday, March 4
5:45 p.m. Pre-Oneg
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Rising Service
7:15 p.m. Oneg
7:15 p.m. Shabbat Rising Dinner

Wed
Daughters of Torah ~ Learning Circle
Every Wednesday | 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Mon
Center for the Widowed
Every Monday 

Shabbat Torah Study
Every Saturday | 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Study with Rabbi Zoë Klein every Shabbat morning,  
exploring Torah verse by verse.

Sat

Café Isaiah 
Every Thursday | 9:15 a.m.Thur

Friday, March 11
5:45 p.m. Pre-Oneg
6:15 p.m. Jazz Shabbat Services
7:15 p.m. Oneg

Friday, March 18
5:30 p.m. 4th Friday Family Shabbat
5:45 p.m. Pre-Oneg
6:00 p.m. 4th Friday Shabbat Dinner
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Services
7:15 p.m. Oneg

Friday, March 25
5:45 p.m. Pre-Oneg
6:15 p.m. Jazz Shabbat Services
7:15 p.m. Oneg

Friday April 1
5:45 p.m. Pre-Oneg
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Rising Services
7:15 p.m. Oneg

Friday April 8
5:45 p.m. Pre-Oneg
6:15 p.m. Jazz Shabbat Services
7:15 p.m. Oneg

Friday April 15
5:30 p.m. 4th Friday Shabbat Services
5:45 p.m. Pre-Oneg
6:00p.m. 4th Friday Shabbat Dinner
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Nigun Services
7:15 p.m. Oneg

Friday April 22
4:00 p.m. Shabbat Services

Friday April 29
5:45 p.m. Pre-Oneg
6:15 p.m. Passover Shabbat Services
7:15 p.m. Oneg

For more information about our unique shabbat services visit our 
website at www.templeisaiah.com

March Events
Spine Tingles Book Group 
March 1 - 10:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Shorts   
March 5 - 11:00 a.m.
Westside Collaborative Lecture Series
March 6 - 4:00 p.m. 
Hearts & Minds: A Torah Roundtable
March 12 - 9:00 a.m.
Purim Carnival    
March 13 - 11:00 a.m.
T.I.N.G.    
March 15 - 8:00 a.m.
Isaiah Women /College Night  
March 15 - 6:30 p.m.

Green Team Meeting
March 17 - 7:00 p.m.
Am Tzedek: Isaians Pursuing Justice
March 17 - 7:00 p.m.
TOT Shabbat    
March 19 - 9:30 a.m.
Purim Dinner    
March 23 - 5:30 p.m.
Megillah Reading & Purim Shpiel
March 23 - 7:00 p.m.
Purim     
March 24

April Events
Shabbat Shorts   
April 2 - 11:00 a.m.

Spine Tingles Book Group  
April 5 - 10:30 a.m. 
Hearts & Minds: Torah Roundtable   
April 9 - 9:00 a.m.
ICE House Calls   
April 9 - 7:00 p.m.
Isaiah Women/Mah Jongg Tournament   
April 10 - 12:15 p.m.
TOT Shabbat    
April 16 - 9:30 a.m.
Am Tzedek: Isaians Pursuing Justice 
April 21 - 7:00 p.m.
Green Team Meeting   
April 21 - 7:00 p.m.
Passover 2nd Night Seder  
April 23 - 5:00pm 


